
On March 16, 2020, as an emergency measure to stop the spread of COVID-19, 
the State of Illinois closed all bars and restaurants. A few days later, on March 20, 
2020, the Governor of Illinois expanded the order and closed all
“non-essential businesses.” As a result, restaurants, bars, retailers, and many 
other successful businesses have suffered an overwhelming financial impact that 
threatens their survival and need assistance. What options do these businesses 
have? The “Know Your Options Small Business Forum” will feature speakers on 
the following topics of critical importance to small businesses during these 
unprecedented times:

Thursday, May 28, 2020 | 2:00 pm – 3:30 pm
Free Webinar (registration instructions below)

Know Your Options
Small Business Forum
Insurance Claims for Lost Revenue, Contract and Lease Enforcement, Penalties for 
Violating Orders, Changes in Employment Law, and Other Legal Issues to Consider in 
the Face of Coronavirus

Insurance Claims for Lost Revenue, and Pressing Claim Deadlines:

Business interruption coverage is generally intended to cover losses from interruptions to a 
company’s operations, including lost revenues, profit, and other expenses such as rent and payroll. If 
your business has suffered lost revenue and/or continues to incur expenses due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, you may have a basis to seek recovery from your insurance company for these losses, 
regardless of whether your insurance denied the claim. Martin Gould and David Neiman from 
Romanucci & Blandin, LLC, will be discussing what to look for in your business insurance policy, how 
to file a claim with your insurance, important claim deadlines, legislation, and the status of business 
interruption lawsuits in state and federal courts. If you have any questions regarding the 
presentation, feel free to email Martin Gould at mgould@rblaw.net.



Contract and Lease Enforcement 
and Other Legal Issues to Consider 
in the Face of Coronavirus: 

The strict stay-at-home orders and essential 
business directives in Illinois have impacted the 
way we all do business and our ability to meet 
financial commitments. Steven Vanderporten of 
Fox Swibel Levin & Carroll LLP will be discussing 
strategies for small businesses being financially 
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, including 
force majeure and other contract provisions that 
allow businesses to delay performance under a 
contract, negotiating with business partners and 
landlords, the role of court closures on contract 
and lease enforcement, and penalties for violating 
essential business orders in Illinois. If you have 
any questions regarding the presentation, feel 
free to email Steven Vanderporten at 
svanderporten@foxswibel.com.

Changes to Employment Law:

The coronavirus pandemic has triggered the 
enactment of several new federal laws and 
regulations that expand the obligations and 
responsibilities of employers. Kelly 
Smith-Haley of Fox Swibel Levin & Carroll LLP will 
be discussing these changes in employment law, 
including the Families First Coronavirus Response 
Act (FFCRA), new federal rules addressing the 
testing of employees at the workplace, and the 
important distinction between layoffs, furloughs 
and COVID-19 related separations. If you have any 
questions regarding the presentation, feel free to 
email Kelly 
Smith-Haley at ksmithhaley@foxswibel.com. 

Registration:

To RSVP, please send email to Martin Gould at 
mgould@rblaw.net and Romteen at 
RBahramirad@rblaw.net the following: your 
name, the name of your business and town 
it's located or chamber associated with, and 
your email address. Please title the Subject of 
your email: “Know Your Options Small 
Business Forum.” Once we receive your RSVP, 
our team will email you a link that allows you 
to participate in the webinar via Zoom. If you 
have questions regarding registration, or 
Zoom, let us know.

Speakers:

Romanucci & Blandin, LLC is a national trial 
practice firm concentrating in complex, high 
profile mass tort and class action cases.  They 
are leading a national team of lawyers in 
representing business owners across the 
country in filing and pursuing claims against 
insurance companies for not covering business 
interruption losses sustained as a result of the 
pandemic. 

Fox Swibel Levin & Carroll LLP is Chicago’s 
leading boutique business law firm. Fox 
Swibel’s attorneys have the entrepreneurial 
determination to deliver creative business 
solutions with a cost-effective approach. Fox 
Swibel values long-lasting relationships and 
continually evolves our services to meet our 
clients’ needs.


